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FROM PAGE 262.) 
SECOND Dax. 
April 5 10 am. 
The choir and congregation sang: 
7 "How firm s foundation, ye Saints of the Lord, 
Prayer by Eider Jonathan d. Kimball. 
What was witnessed in the heavens? 


tions of the Holy Priesthood, which conveyed the highest calling in which 
man could be engaged—to be a minister of salvation to the inhabitants of 
the earth. He spoke of its antiquity, beginning, so far as this planet was 


concerned, with Adam. He enumerated the various dispensations of God 
to man from the beginning till now, and expressed himself to the effect 


that whenever the inhabitants of the world were prepared for the fulness 
of the Gospel, in any age, He revealed the Priesthood. He then dwelt 


upon the restoration of this power in this age, through the instrumentality. 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and declared that in this latter-day dispen- 
sation the power to administer salvation had come to stay, never more to 
be removed from the earth. He next detailed some of the leading benef- 
icent effects of the fulness of the Gospel, and administered much salutary 


advice to the young men of the community, exhorting them to appreciate 


the great blessings within their reach. President Woodruff expressed 
himself earnestly upon the necessity of the Latter-day Saints attending to 
the work necessary to be done in the Temple for the redemption of their 


kindred dead. A portion of the discourse was devoted to an explanation 
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of the importance of the missionary department of the Church, by which 
the Gospel is to be extended to all nations. In conclusion the President 
spoke of the prerogative of the heads of the Church to counsel the Saints 
for their good and for the benefit and advancement of the work of God, 
and stated that if they were to attempt to et 1 ! in a pathway 
that was wrong, God would remove them. 

The remarks of the speaker were interesting and e An 
adequate idea of them could not be conveyed in a brief reference, ae 

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS, 1 
of the Council of the Apostles, next addressed the Conference. Following 
is a brief outline of his remarks: No one who had the spirit of Zion 
could, under the existing favorable conditions, feel otherwise than happy. 
It had been remarked by a wise man that there was a time for all things. 
The work of the Lord had its times of apparent adversity alternating with 
periods of refreshing. The speaker here referred to the distressing cir- 
cumstances which surrounded the Saints in Missouri, followed by the 
pleasanter situation that ensued when the migration to Illinois was com- 
pleted, where many advantages were enjoyed. Nauvoo became a glorious 
city, and many people came from distant parts of the nation to see and 
hear the Prophet Joseph. Then came the martyrdom of the Prophet and 
his brother Hyrum, precipitating another season of gloom, and the people 
suffered as wanderers in the wilderness for a season. The settling of this 
western region brought a cessation of disturbance, and again peace reigned. 
Soon Apostles were sent out to the different nations, where the door of the 
Gospel was opened up to their people. 

The speaker continued in‘this strain, giving a graphic, condensed deline- 
ation of the history and experience of the Saints, in consecutive order, 
leading up to the present status of affairs. Now, he held, eame another 
appearance of springtime in the affairs of the Saints. Among the symp- 
toms were calls from various parts of the earth for Elders, and for informa- 
tion concerning the belief and doctrines of the Church, and the cause of 
our being distinctive in of our from of 
the earth. 

Some of the speaker's remarks were directed to Elders it 
was to respond to calls to go forth to the nations with the message which 
God had given us to proclaim. They should be willing to undertake this 
great labor for the salvation of mankind, as did the earlier Elders, in the 
rise of the Church. The new and enlarged political status would enable 
the brethren to go abroad under more favorable circumstances than here- 
tofore. The Lord had opened up the way, that the Gospel banner might 
be carried to every people under heaven by the heralds of the Lord. The 
Elders abroad should see that good and accurate records were kept i in N 
branches of the Church that had been and might be established. 

Speaking of the children of the Saints, he said that if parents * not 
induce their sons and daughters to walk in the path of the Gospel of 
Christ, they could at least do the best they ane and che Lord would do 
the rest, and all would come right at last. 

Many of the children of the best men on earth in all agee had gone 
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astray, ard their recovery, or redemption, provided a wide and important 
field for their parents in eternity as well as in time. 

God was going to turn the favor of the best and most influential men 
on the earth toward this community, because they were learning something 
concerning the virtues of the people here. The confidence of intelligent 
people abroad was being spread of correct 
concerning us. 

En FRANOIS M. LYMAN, 
of the Oouneil of the Apostles, addressed the Conference. pares a pre- 
cious privilege to gather together without molestation. When the pro- 
phecies which had been given from the Lord through His servants and 
their fulfilment were alluded to we were reminded of some of early date 
in the history of the Church, notably the prophecy concerning the war 
of the Rebellion on this nation, given through Joseph the Prophet in 1832. 
This prediction was, as was now a matter of history, literally fulfilled. 


It had also been declared by the Prophet that great changes would occur 


at a later time, growing out of the labor performed by Zion’s Camp. He 
made certain declarations at a meeting of the members of that historic 
body of men, concerning a period more than fifty years in advance of the 
time they were uttered. The speaker then dwelt upon a series of circum- 
stances which he regarded as a fulfilment of the prophecy to which he had 
reference. As evidence in support of this statement, Elder Lyman directed 
attention to prominent events which had occurred in recent years. He 
held that the changes they involved were in fulfilment of what the Prophet 
had predicted in February, 1835, when the members of Zion’s Camp were 
designated as messengers of the Lord to go forth and prune His vineyard 
for the last time, previous to the coming of the Son of man. 

The usual time for the closing of the morning session of the Conference 
having nearly arrived when Elder emen began his disoourse, his remarks 
were necessarily brief. | 

The choir sang the anthem: 

Hark! Hark! my soul. 


Elder Charles W. Penrose. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet, 
| To guide us in these latter days, 
was sung by the choir and congregation. ~ 
Prayer by Elder George Goddard. 
The anthem, Hosanna, was sung by the choir. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE d. CANNON © 
delivered an elaborate discourse on the subject of the guidance of the 
Church by revelation from God. He showed, with great clearness, that 
the Saints had been Jed by that power from the beginning of the latter- 
day dispensation to the present hour, and that the heads of the Church 
had been divinely selected on account of their adaptability to perform the 
special work necessary to be accomplished in the development of ye 
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ELDER ABRAHAM R. CANNON, | 
of the Council of the Apostles, was the next speaker. It cand to kim 
that the burden of the teachings of the Conference had been in relation to 
the carrying of the Gospel to the nations, owing to the favorable existing 
conditions for prosecuting that labor. There was also a missionary work 
needed at home, as it was expected that the Elders sent abroad would be 
fortified with the strongest kind of recommendations. He had ‘been 
pleased to note that those being selected were, as a rule, men who had 
been doing their duty at home. The demand for Elders was being ka vor- 
ably met by those who were requested to engage in missionary work. 
They generally responded with expressions of willingness. | 

Of late the gathering of the Saints from abroad had not been W 
as strongly as in earlier times. Perhaps this occurred in the Providence 
of God, that the few scattered Saints might remain for a time in the coun- 
tries of their nativity to preserve the world from destruction. It was 
probable that when the “salt of the earth” should be withdrawn, that 
there would come such a clash of nations as had never occurred in history. 
God would gather his people to these mountain fastnesses in his own time. 
But it had struck the speaker that we did not pay as much attention as 
we should to those who did gather here. Many of them were left to 
wander whithersoever they would, without anyone to direct them or aid 
them in obtaining employment. Bishops who merely attended to their 
strictly local and routine duties were contracted in their operations. 
Notwithstanding these conditions there existed some disposition to criti- 
cise recent endeavors of the First Presidency to find einployment for those 
who needed it. Yet when we looked around we could witness everywhere 
the beneficent results of the efforts of the leaders of the Church in 
the direction of temporal affairs. God was just as able to give financial 
wisdom to the authorities as to bestow gifts upon them in the domain of 
spiritual affairs. He had done this heretofore and would continue to do 
so. The Almighty could give to His servants every kind of ability to 
further the cause of truth and progress on the earth. The day would 
come when men who now thought they had great practical talent would 
seek advice on temporal affairs from the servants of God. 

Statehood had come to us, but with it came greater seupensibilivy. 
Would we act as patriots, or would we act selfishly? All laws enacted 
should be such only as would conduce to the public weal. In selecting 
men for office, only the good, the noble and the virtuous should be chosen. 
Otherwise we would fail to use aright the powers woe e emanci- | 
pation afforded us. 

ELDER MARRINER w. MERRILL, 

of the Council of the Apostles, addresssd the Conference. He had 1 
entertained and blessed in listening to the discourses delivered thus far. 
He had been reminded, in listening to President Woodruff, this morning, 
of the difficulties which were encountered in the early settlement of these 
valleys. These obstacles were most severe in the frontier locations. The 
Indians were troublesome, and President Young advised the 1 to e 
* not fight them. 
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. Some instances occurred where the brethren neglected to take the coun- 
sels of the leaders. In such cases disaster resulted and numbers lost their 
lives. But nothing of this kind happened when the advice of the authori- 
ties was followed. The advice of the speaker to all was to adhere to the 
teachings of the servants of God. This was the path of safety. , 

None should fail to give heed to the instructions of the President of the 
Church in relation to the redemption of the dead: Millions of dollars had 
been spent in erecting houses to the name:of the Lord. These facilities for 
the blessing of the living and redemption of the dead ought to be econo- 
In his early experience the speaker had never entained the thought that 
any other than the Salt Lake Temple would be erected in this region. 
The first intimation he received to the contrary was many years ago, in 
Logan, when President Woodruff, in delivering a public discourse there, 
prophesied that the time would come when a temple would be built. on 
the hill overlooking the town, and our young people would go up on the 
towers and from them view the rents ann all of which had 
been fulfilled. 


rested upon the people who entered them with honest hearts to perform 


work for their dead. It was a great and sacred labor and it was now only 
in its incipient stages. Many things had happened in the temples which, 
if it were wise to talk about them, would astonish some people. 

The speaker thought it would bela good thing if the Elders who went 
abroad would take an interest in collecting genealogical information. It 
would be of great use to the Saints. 3 

Elder Merrill declared that he knew this labor to be of God, and that 
this was the true Church of Christ ; also that the Presidency of the Church 
were chosen of God, and sought the welfare of the people continually. He 
would not dare make this declaration if he did not have a personal know!l- 
edge of its truth. We knew but little of the weight of care and responsi- 
bility which rested upon these men, and it became our duty to sustain 
them and do our part in trying to make their burdens lighter. 

2 choir sang the anthem, : 

Let all Israel sing. 


Elder Angus M. Cannon. 


401 THE ASSEMBLY HALL. 
overliow was held in the Assembly Hall at 2 p.m. 
Elder Brigham Young presiding. | 
Th gregation . 


Prayer by Hider A. K. Raleigh. 


STEVENSON 
Latter-day prophets. All the prophets of old spoke of our day. In the 
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spring of 1820, when Joseph was praying in the woods, the light of heaven 
shone about him and two personages stood before him, and one said to him, 
“This is my beloved Son, hear Him.” He was forbidden to join any of the 
churches. The history of the people of this continent was hid up until the 
Lord chose to reveal it through Joseph Smith. The Savior appeared unto 
the people of this hemisphere and organized His Church as He did on the 
eastern hemisphere. In the twenty-second year of his age the sesame per- 
mitted Joseph Smith to bring forth this record. 
Referred to the 11th chapter of Genesis, where we are informed she Lord 
confounded the language of the people and scattered them abroad upon all 
the face of the earth. First chapter of Ether gives a record that Jared 
and his Brother were of the people who were scattered from the Tower of 
Babel. 

Six hundred years before Christ another colony came out from J erusa- 
lem. Joseph Smith brought forth records of these peoples. 

John the Baptist came and conferred upon Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery the Lesser Priesthood. Peter, James, and John conferred the 
Melchisedec Priesthood upon them. The speaker had heard the Prophet 
Joseph declare this. The speaker wished to call upon the eee to ne 
and accept the Gospel. 

Sister Maggie Hull, assisted by the n choir, sang “Glory to God 


on high.” 
ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG | 

was pleased with the remarks of President Woodruff this morning. 11 is 
a joy to see him so full of vigor. We have every opportunity to enjoy 
ourselves. He desired the Spirit of the Lord to enable him to say a few 
words in relation to a subject that had occurred to him. The human 
family are being educated. There are agencies at work educating the 
Latter-day Saints and intervening a barrier between them and their God. 
It is proper for all to have what might be termed a good English education. 
There are lessons to be learned to prepare us for the life to come. We 
arise in the resurrection with the knowledge which we acquire in this life. 

The Latter-day Saints are original and take the lead. It takes the 
Spirit of God to decide what to take up and what to leave behind. Where 
is the institution that is teaching the people for the present and future 
like our temples? You cannot find it in any of the seminaries or churches 
in the world. 

Every individual educated in the Latter-day Saint educational institu- 
tions should have the missionary sentiment to disseminate the’ knowledge 
there received. He regretted that some who were educated in these 
institutions manifested a spirit of indifference in this direction. 

The spirit of the Gospel that is in the hearts of the people will bring 
about a revolution in these matters. A system of education is going on 
and some are.sinking lower while others are rising higher. 2 

In course of time we will see the man and the woman as they have — 
themselves by the education that has been going on within the individual. 
There is an object lesson for all in the fact that the — n 

his brother Hyram gave their lives as 8 seal to their testimony. . 


He thanked God that the people generally were seeking first the king- 
dom of nm 


Si 
apres. | We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet. 
Benediction by Elder Robert T. Burton. 
[vo BE CONTINUED.] 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Nottingham Conference was held in the High St. Board School Build- 
ing, Arnold, near Nottingham, Sunday, April 19, 1896. Meetings were 
held at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p. m., all of which were well attended by 
the Saints and sean who came to hear the word of the Lord. All 
seemed to enjoy the Spirit of God, and the conference is said to have been 
the largest held in this part of the Mission for many years. 


There were present in addition to the President. and Elders of the 


| N ottingham Conference: Anthon H. Lund, President of the European 
Mission; J. H. Burrows of the Liverpool Office ; ; Elder Willard C. Burgon 
of the Birmingham Conference, ‘and Elder G. W. McCune of the Norwich 
Conference. 
‘The speakers at the morning meeting were Elders W. G. Westwood, 
J oseph Fowers, G. W. McCune and Anthon H. Lund; at the afternoon 


meeting, Elder J. H. Burrows and President H. A. Tuckett; at the evening 


meeting, Elder Willard C. Burgon and President Anthon H. Lund. 

In the afternoon the general authorities of the Church and of the Euro- 
pean Mission, and the authorities of the local organizations were presented 
and unanimously sustained. The Elders of the Nottingham Conference 
were appointed and sustained to labor as follows: Lincoln district, Chas. 
H. Baker and Lewis Hunsaker; Eastwood district, Thomas Bailey; Nott- 
ingham district, Joseph: Fowers, Geo. Humphreys, and Henry Blackburn ; 
Uttoxeter district, Geo. Hind and Chas. W. Hatch; Derby district, Geo. 
E. Bench and J. A. mney e district, E. J. Hovell and John H. 
Taylor. 

The ae the report of the labors of the Elders in the 
Nottingham Conference for the last six months were read by President H. 
A. Tuckett as follows: Seventies 13; Elders 24; Priests 13; Teachers 10; 
Deacons 21; members 279; total officers and members 360. Tracts distrib- 
uted: 6,403; books sold 20; books given away 55; books loaned 15; houses 
visited 1, 687; in-door meetings 263; Sabbath School sessions 91; Book of 
Mormon classes 65. Baptisms 10; confirmations 10; children blessed 5; 
administrations to sick 35; emigrated over eight years of age 11: under 
eight years of age 5; removed 2; ex-communicated 1; died 1; received 1. 

At 10 o’clock on Monday a council: meeting was held at the conference 
house in Nottingham at which very important instruction was given by 
President Lund and the visiting brethren in regard to the duties required of 
the Elders; All return to their respective fields of labor invigorated by 
the Holy Spirit, and with a renewed determination to disseminate the 
truths of the Gospel of Christ. E:. J. How, Clerk of Conference. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 1896. 


CHURCH AND STATE, AND CHURCH DISCIPLINE 


AN epistle was read in the late General Conference in Salt Lake City, 
which defines clearly the position of the Church in regard to the State, 
and also in regard to the duty of those holding prominent offices in the 
Priesthood, not to accept positions which would interfere with the per- 
formance of the duties of their calling without first — with mne 
brethren and the First Presidency. It is as follows: 


TO THE SAINTS. 


To the officers and members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, in General Conference assembled: 

Dear Brethren and Sisters—Every Latter-day Saint will recognize the 
value of union, not only in action but in matters of faith and discipline. 
As to the rights and authority of the Priesthood of the Son of God, it is of 
the highest importance that there should be no difference of opinion 
among the officers and members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. Feeling tha necessity of a correct understanding of this prin- 
ciple, we deem it proper at this sixty-sixth anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the Church in these last days, to prepare and present a statement 
on the subject, embodying the doctrine which has always prevailed in the 
Church, and our views upon it. We were prompted to adopt this course 
at the present time because of events which have happened during the 
late political contest. A great diversity of opinion on the subject has been 
expressed, and even by leading Elders in the Church, which latter fact has 
naturally led in some instances to considerable division of sentiment. 

It is of great importance that we understand each other and that there 
be harmony in our teachings. It is especially important that these teach- 
ings shall be in accordance with the rules and regulations and doctrines 
which have been taught and which have prevailed from the beginning 
until the present time, having not only the sanction of undisputed usage, 
but the approval of all faithful leaders in the Church, and of Him in ‘whens 
name and by whose authority they act. 

In the late exciting contest, to which reference has hoes’ — the 
presiding authorities in some instances have been misunderstood. In 
other instances they ha ve been misrepresented, which has led toa wrongful 
conception of their real views. It has been asserted too freely, and with- 
out foundation, that there has been a disposition on their part to interfere | 
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with individual liberty and to rebuke in some men a course which was 
applauded in others.. In a word, that they have appeared to desire to 
assert and maintain an unjust and oppressive control over the actions of 
the members of the Church, and in thus doing have endeavored to effect a 
union of Church and State, In the heat of political discussion, assertions 
have been made and arguments used conveying to the public mind a false 
idea concerning the position of the officers of the Church, and leaving the 
impression that there has been and was now being made an attempt to 
accomplish the union above referred to. Now that the excitement- has 
passed, and calmer reason has resumed its sway, we think it prudent to 
set forth, so that all may understand, the exact position occupied by the 
leading authorities of the Church. 

In the first place we wish to state in 80 positive and emphatic 
language that at no time has there ever been any attempt or even desire 
on the part of the leading authorities referred to to have the Church in 
any manner encroach upon the rights of the State, or to unite in any 
degree the functions of the one with those of the other. 

Peculiar circumstances have surrounded the people of Utah. For many 
years a majority of them in every portion of the Territory belonged to one 
Church, every reputable member of which was entitled: to hold and did 
hold some ecclesiastical office. It is easy to see how, to the casual observer 
it might appear singular that so many officers of the Church were also 
officers of the State; but while this was in fact the case, the distinction 
between the Church and the State throughout those years was carefully 
maintained. The President of the Church held for eight years the highest 
civil office in the community, having been appointed by the national 
administration governor of the Territory. The first secretary of the Terri- 
tory was a prominent Church official. An Apostle represented the Terri- 
tory in Congress as a delegate during ten years. The members of the 
Legislature held also offices in the Church. This was unavoidable; for 
the most suitable men were elected by the votes of the people, and, as we 
have stated, every reputable man in the entire community held some 
Church position, the most energetic and capable holding leading positions. 
This is all natural and plain enough to those who consider the circum- 


stances; but it furnished opportunity for those who where disposed to 


assail the people of the Territory to charge then: with attempting to unite 
Church and State. A fair investigation of the conditions will abundantly 
disprove the charge and show its utter falsity. 

On behalf of the Church of which we are leading Aalen wo desive 
again to state to the members and also to the public generally, that there 
has not been, nor is there, the remotest desire on our part or on the part of 
our co-religionists to do anything looking to a union of Church and State. 

We declare that there has never been any attempt to curtail individual 
liberty—the personal liberty of any of the officers or members of the 
Church. The First Presidency and other leading officers did make certain 
suggestions to the people when the division on party lines took place. 
That movement was an entirely new departure, and it was necessary, in 


order that the full benefit should not be lost which was hoped to result 
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from this new political division, that people who were inexperienced 
should be warned against hasty and ill-considered action: In some cases 
they were counseled to be wise and prudent in the political steps they were 
about to take, and this with no idea of winning them against their will to 
either side. To this extent, and no further, was anything said or done upon 
the question, and at no time and under no circumstances was any attempt 
made to say to voters how they should cast their ballots. Any — oe 
has been made to the contrary is utterly false. 

Concerning officers of the Church themselves, the feeling was 6 
expressed in the beginning of the political division spoken of that it would 
be prudent for leading men not to accept of office at the hands of the 
political party to which they might belong. This counsel was given to 
men of both parties alike—not because it was thought that there was any 
impropriety in religious men holding civil office, not to deprive them of 
any of the rights of citizenship, but because of the feeling that it would be 
better under all the circumstances which had now risen to avoid any action 
that would be likely to create jealousy and ill-feeling. An era of peace 
and good-will seemed to be dawning upon the people, and it was deemed 
good to shun everything that could have the least tendency to prevent the 
consummation of this happy prospect. In many instances, however, the 
pressure brought to bear upon efficient and popular men by the members 
of the parties to which they belonged was of such a character that they 
had to yield to the solicitation to accept nomination to office, or subject 
themselves to the suspicion of bad faith in their party affiliations. In 
some cases they did this without consulting the authorities of the Church ; 
but where important positions were held, and where the duties were of a 
responsible and exacting character, some did seek the counsel and advice | 
of the leading Church authorities before accepting the political honors 
tendered them. Because some others did not seek this counsel and advice 
ill-feeling was engendered, and undue and painful sensitiveness was stimu- 
lated; misunderstanding readily followed, and as a result the authorities 
of the Church were accused of bad faith and made the subjects of bitter 
reproach. We have maintained that in the case of men who hold high © 
positions in the Church, whose duties are well defined, and whose ecclesias- 
tical labors are understood to be continuous and necessary, it would be an 
improper thing to accept political office or enter into any vocation that 
would distract or remove them from the religious duties resting upon them 
without first consulting and obtaining the approval of their associates and 
those who preside over them. It has been understood from the very 
beginning of the church that no officer whose duties are of the character 
referred to, has the right to engage in any pursuit, political or otherwise, 
that will divide his time and remove his attention from the calling already 
accepted. It has been the constant practice with officers of the Church to 
consult—or, to use our language, to counsel with their brethren con- 
cerning all questions of this kind. They have not felt that they ‘were 
sacrificing their manhood in doing so, nor that they were submitting to 
improper dictation, nor that in soliciting and acting upon the ‘advice of 
those over them, they were in any manner doing away with their individ- 
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ual rights and agency, nor that to any improper degree were their rights 
and duties as American citizens being abridged or interfered with. They 
realized that in accepting ecclesiastical] office they assumed certain obliga- 
tions; that among these was the obligation to magnify the office which 
they held, to attend to its duties in preference to every other labor, and to 
evote themselves exclusively to it with all the zeal, industry, and strength 
they possessed, unless released in part or for a time by those who preside 
over them. Our view, and it has been the view of all our predecessors, is 
that no officer of our Church, especially those in high standing should take 
a course to violate this long-established practice. Rather than disobey it, 
and declare himself by his actions defiantly independent of his associates 
and his file Jeaders, it has always been held that it would be better for a 
man to resign the duties of his Priesthood ; and we entertain the same 
view to-day. 

In view of all the occurrences to which reflieedice' hina Udet niade; and to 


the diversity of views that have arisen among the people in consequence, | 


we feel it to be our duty to clearly define our position, so there may be no 
cause hereafter for dispute or controversy upon the subject: _ 

First— We unanimously agree to and promulgate as a rule that should 
always be observed in the Church and by every leading official thereof, 
that before accepting any position, political or otherwise, which would 


interfere with the proper and complete discharge of his ecclesiastical — 


duties, and before accepting a nomination or entering into engagements 
to perform new duties, said official dhould apply to the proper authorities 
and learn from them whether he can, consistently with the obligations 
already entered into with the Church upon assuming his office, take upon 
himself the added duties and labors and responsibilities of the new. posi- 
tion. To maintain proper discipline ‘and order in the Church, we deem 
this absolutely necessary; and in asserting this rule, we do not consider 
that we are infringing in the least degree upon the individual rights of 
the citizen. Our position is that a man having accepted the honors and 
obligations of ecclesiastical office in the Church cannot properly of his own 
volition make those honors subordinate to or even co-ordinate with new 
ones of an entirely different character; we hold that unless he is willing 
to counsel with and obtain the consent of his fellow-laborers and presiding 
officers in the Priesthood, he should be released from all obligations asso⸗ 
ciated with the latter, before accepting any new position. at 

Seoond— We declare that in making these requirements of ourselves and 
our brethren in the ministry, we do not in the least desire to dictate to 
them concerning their duties as American citizens, or to interfere with the 
affairs of the State; neither do we consider that in the remotest degree we 
are seeking the union of Church and State. We once more here repudiate 
the insinuation that there is or ever has been an attempt by our leading 
men to trespass upon the ground occupied by the State, or that there has 
— 

Tour brethren, 
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LonENz0 Snow, F. D. Ricnanps, . Young, . 
Francis M. Lyman, JohN Henry Surg, TEAsDALZ, 
Heper J. GRANT, JoHN W. Ten, MARRINER W. — 


ABRAHAM H. CAN NON, 
Joun Surrn, 
Seymour B. Youne. C. D. FIELpsTED, B. H. Bobs 
GrorcGEe REYNOLDS, JONATHAN G. Kimspatt, S. WELLS, 
Epwarp STEVENSON, First Council of Seventies. 
WII. B. Preston, R. T. Burton, Joun R. WINDER, — 


Presiding Bishopric. 
LakE Orry, April 6, 1896. 

Notre—The reason the signature of 3 Anthon H. Lund does nok 
appear in connection with those of his quorum, is because he is absent, 
presiding over the European Mission. He, however, will be given ™ 
opportunity of appending his signature when he returns home. 


in the Latter-day Saints Chapel, Chapel Street, Lowestoft, on Sunday, 
May 10, 1896. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Notice.—The Newcastle Conference will be 
held in West Pelton Co-operative Hall, Pelton Lane Ends, near Newfield, 
on Sunday, May 17, 1896. — begin at 10:30 m 2:30 — 6:30 Pm. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


IN a * dated Liege, Belgium, April 14, 1896, Elder Fred. 1 ap: 

Knowing that you are very much interested in the work of the Lord in 

this part of His vineyard, and having met during the last few weeks with 

some incidents of which a desoription would perhaps be interesting to the 

readers of the Star, I herewith give you a little report of the work done 
in Belgium during the past few months. 

I was appointed at our last Conference on March 1, to labor again i in 
Belgium for a little while. I arrived here in Liege in the middle of March. 
It is a city of about 175,000 inhabitants with an entire Hrench-apesking 
population. 

Since December the 15th of 1894, ae J. B. Ripplinger, whe. i 
the French language fluently, has been laboring here; in the beginning 
with very little success, however, as the great majority of the population 
are Roman Catholics, whilst the other part are “libres penseurs” or free- 
thinkers. He labored here about one year without seeing many fruits of 
his labors, though he had the pleasure of baptizing a German family of 
two persons during this time. Through a public meeting which he held 
in a Socialist Hall at Seraing, he got acquainted with some of the Baptists 
of that place, and pretty soon gained access to their houses, though they 

seemed to be very suspicious, as their minister began to preach very much 
about false prophets.in their midst, as soon as he heard about Brother 
Ripplinger.- On compliance with a request of one of these es mem- 
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bers, Brother Ripplinger paid a visit to their minister and announced to 
him his message. The minister rejected it, however, and challenged him 
to a public debate. In this debate the minister treated our brother very 
impolitely, accused him of being a false prophet, and, contrary to agree- 
en. allowed him only a very small portion of the time to speak. 

This way of acting on the part of their minister, who so often had 
mes charity to them, made the members, who were already somewhat 
acquainted with Brother Ripplinger’s teachings, very indignant; so that 
when he left and demanded that all his members should leave the n 
only a few gave heed to his orders. When he saw that his words did not 
have the desired effect, he returned and said that all his members who 
would stay with the Mormon would be cut off from his Church. This 
threat had just as little effect on the persons who were seeking after truth 
and righteousness as his former words; and after the minister left, Brother 
Ripplinger held a good meeting with them. . 

Since that time he has held regular meetings with those persons and 
endeavored to instruct them in the principles of the everlasting Gospel. 

Two weeks ago, having just returned from a trip of’a few days through 
the country, Brother and Sister Strecker, with whom we are staying, in- 
formed us that a Catholic priest had been inquiring after us; he had left 
his address and said that he wished to talk with us. The lady from whom 
we have rented a little room sent her boy to him and informed him that 
we were back and at his disposal. About ten minutes later somebody 
knocked at our door and the priest honored us with a visit. He intro- 


duced himself and said that he had heard that we were Mormon mission- 


aries who had come from America to preach the Gospel here; he would 
like to get acquainted with us and hear about the Mormon people as well 
as our mission. After we both had spoken a little while with him, he 
asked me how old I was, and having answered him he said: “Indeed, 1 
admire your courage, a man like you coming from the West of America to 
preach Mormonism here.’ 

I then explained to him more about our mission and how we were able 
to leave our homes, our friends, and relatives to preach the restored Gospel 
of our Savior in a foreign land for a few years. He listened with much 
attention, and finally said; “Of course, you think that I am wrong, but 
I am convinced that you are wrong.” 

Well,“ said I, let us try to prove what we say I then asked him if 
he believed that the Bible was the word of God, and he answered: “Yes.” 

Do you believe that the Bible contains the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”— 
„Nes. Do you believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as contained in 
the Bible, with its laws and ordinances, if the latter are administered by 
one who has authority, is the only way to obtain Salvation?”—Here he 
first asked me to repeat the question and then said that he could not 
answer that in a few words: There were also the “Traditions of the 
Fathers,” he added, which contained very important information. He 
then arose and said that for this time he had to leave, as he had to attend 
service, but that he would be very glad to have another talk with us, and 
he appointed a day to see him at his residence for this purpose. ; 
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From his way of speaking we inferred that he had been the author of 
an article which had been published against us a little while ago in one of 
the newpapers of the city, as he made allusion to it. In order that he 
might get better acquainted with the Mormons, I presented him a “Voice 
of Warning” in French and told him that he would find an explanation of 
our principles in the same. After he had accepted and promised to read 
it, he left us in a very gentlemanly manner. 

At the appointed day at 2 p. m. we went to his residence. , He. told us 
that he was very glad to see us and asked us to make ourselves comfort- 
able. As he was smoking he offered us some cigars, but we both declined 
his kind offer, Brother Ripplinger explaining to him the reason why we 
did not smoke. Whilst we were so speaking, somebody knocked at the 
door and another priest came in. Mr. Wy, our host, introduced him to us 
as one of his friends who had been taking dinner with him that day and 
who, if we did not object, would take part in our conversation. I then 
explained to them our mission, why we had come to this country and what 
we were doing. I told them that a general apostasy from the Gospel as 
prophesied by the prophets and apostles had taken place and that in 
fulfilment of the predictions, the Lord had re-established His Church and 
kingdom upon the earth, and that this Gospel of the kingdom had to be 
preached to every nation and people before the end would come. Mr. Wy 
asked me to prove to him that a general apostasy had taken place. I told 
him that first we would see if the scriptures foretold a general apostasy, 
and if we agreed on this part of the subject, we would try to see when it 
had to take place, or if it could have taken place already. Before we went 
further he asked us if we would not like to take a glass of wine with him. 
We thanked him for his kind offer, telling him that we; did not use alco- 
holic drinks. After this he went to his desk, took his Latin Bible and a 
book of interpretations, read the passages which I quoted him alond in 
Latin and then translated them in French. We agreed that an apostasy 
had to take place, according to the Scriptures. I then showed him, or 
rather tried to show him and his friend by historical facts and by the 
condition of the Roman Catholic Church (which alone could have been the 
Church in authority, as all the sects were apostates) and without offend- 
ing them personally however, that this general apostasy had taken place. 
Their scriptural arguments against this assertion were, first: “Thou art 
Peter and upon this rock will I build my church,” etc., secondly: I am 
with you alway even unto the end of the world.” Brother Ripplinger and 
myself spoke a little while to them about these passages and though they 
modified their interpretation very much they would not accept ours: We 
explained to them many of the doctrines of the Gospel, and for about an 
hour they both listened to our words without interrupting us in any way 
whatever. By this time it was quite late, and we had to conclude our con- 
versation as Mr. Wy and his friend had to attend service in the evening. 
They both expressed their thanks for our visit. and we for their hospitality, 
and as we had not yet finished they hoped to see us again. Before we left, 
the other priest also asked for a book. Mr. Wy is a very nice ~~ 
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Wbolly in contrast with this experience I will give you a little descrip- 
tina of a debate which ve had last Thursday evening . a Baptist 
minister. 

As sl pean Baptiste here to be visited once or twice a 

year by a good speaker or dignitary of their church from France or another 
part of the country, they were favored this time by a visit from a Mr. 
Delilez, a gentleman who had been living in the United States for many 
years. Our friends had already spoken to us about his coming, and we all 
expected that he would attack us at our Easter meeting. We had stayed 
in Ougrée and Seraing Sunday night and Monday the whole day, but not 
hearing anything we left and continued our labors in other places. Thurs- 
day afternoon we were in Liege. It had been arranged that Brother 
Ripplinger should hold the meeting at Ougrée whilst I had to go to other 
places and we were just leaving each other when I received a telegram 
from our friends in Ougrée asking us both surely to come in the evening 
as our presence was needed. We left right away and as soon as we came 
in the neighborhood of Ougrée some of our friends met us on the road and 
told us that Mr. Delilez intended to attack us in the meeting. There were 
about twenty-five persons in the house; we began to sing a hymn, and 
whilst we were singing the minister came in with some of his friends. 
When we had finished he shook hands with most of the persons present, 
but to us he did not even say “bon soir” (good evening). He said that for 
the love of the truth he had come here to-night to prove that Mormonism 
was the greatest abomination in thé eyes of God, et. 
The proprietor of the house told him that the meeting was in our hands 
and that he had to arrange with us about the program of the evening. We 
agreed that each party alternately should speak fifteen minutes. He then 
knelt down and asked the Lord to show to the congregation tonight that 
Mormonism was a doctrine of the devil and that we were false prophets. 
He next read Mark x: 7, 8, and I Tim. iii: 2. After this he said that the 
book which he was going to read, contained a great number of historical 
facts, which if necessary could be certified to by the governmentof the United 
States. (The book he referred to was one filled with falsehoods and mis- 
representations.) Then the 3 of the book began, the first part of 
which treated only on polygamy. *. 

When his time expired Brother n arose and spoke for five 
minutes about our mission in general; the other ten minutes were oocu- 
pied by myself. In answer to what the gentleman had said and what had 
been read about polygamy, I replied that this principle was not practiced 
any more among the Latter-day Saints, though we believed in the truth 
of the same, and I referred to Scripture to show that the principle was 
practiced anciently with the sanction of the Lord. About the book from 
which he read, I said that it was one of the greatest calumnies that had been 
fabricated against us. My time expired. He continued in the same way 
as before, misrepresenting the facts concerning our people, and then occu- 
pied the rest of his time again by reading his “facts” and giving the 

commentaries on them. It would take too much space to write 


necessary 
much of what was said. When he had spoken the last time he said that 
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